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On April 7 this yz:
fourth hunger strike, F
-General Buback, w!
responsible for th
Meinhof, Sleg
Meins, was ¢
i Ulrike Meinhof Co
| responsibility. The
| prisoners were immed;
{ to total isolation conditi
{hcld as hostages. They auto
| went into thirst strike. E
{ prisoners’ lawyers had f
v(hc authorities 1o cc mdu t a medical
{enquiry into the conditions under
| which West Germany's political
| prisoners were being held. The
investigation recommended that
lpohllca‘ prisoners should in future be
{ held either in ardinary“prison
{mndnmns or all at one special
lacation, or ingroupings of 15 at
different locations. The central demand
of the fourth hunger, and now thirst,
strike, was that these recommendations
be implemented. After four days the

Carlsrt h- The

iimed

Anarchlst/Anarca feminist Monthly.No4, Dec ’77.20p.
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| armed struggle it will be to

Fraction prisoners
t Stammheim was

too much for
nly justify and was

total isolation became

the authorities

ed. The prisc nded their thirst
strike, but the h strike continued
On April 30 the Regional Justice
stry of the Baden-Wurttémberg

which includes Stammheim)
d that a high level decision

COI r’mrxle all

1 taken to
political prisoners i
Given this assurance
ended their hunger stri
ncession of a g prisoners
trate into groups of 15
tly obstructed the authorities
errorist’ tactic of holding all
prisoners as hostages. All the

. because by now it had been
decided 1o solve the ‘prablem
Stammheim’ s it had become called,
onice and for all. Accordingly as soon
|as pressure on the government had
eased (the possibility of hunger
stnkers dying on the one hand, and
Ipublic concern at legitimacy of the
{hunger strikers’ demands on the

| “Urban guerrilla warfare
is based I

| media to systematically defame and
| criminalise all lawyers and people
working with polmcal prisoners. The
! state called it drylng out the
sympathisers swamp’. After the hungcr
!strike Andreas Baader, Gudrun Ensslin,
]m&.arl Raspe, Ingrid Schubert and
lrnm, ard Muller were the only prisoners
on Stammheim's seventh floor. Then
| three more RAF prisoners, Werner
| Hoppe, Wolfgang Beer and Helmut
rPoh( were shipped in from Hamburg.
{ After being wounded and captured in a
shoot-out Gunther Sonnenberg and
Verena Becker arrived. Gunther
Sonnenberg, who had been shot in the
! head, was almost immediately
transfem.d to a psychiatric clinic near
Frankfurt. Finally a tenth prisoner
arrived, Sabine Schmitz. Stammheim
was the only prison where the
authorities’ assurance was even partly
implemented. Verena Becker and
Sabine Schmitz were held isolated from
the other prisoners and only managed
to obtain contact with them (an hour
or two a day) after a long and severe
| hunger strike. During this time their
| two Stuttgart lawyers, Arnd Muller
| and Armin Newerla were charged with
| attempted murder, since they hadn't
intervened to stop the hunger strike, a
clear expression of the new tactics used
to criminalise defence aid. After
further waiting for the government to
implerment its assurance, 16 people,
including the Holger Meins Commando
which had attacked the Stockholm
embassy and other prisoners not in
Stammheim, resumed the hunger strike.
It now became clear that the state was
preparing to use this new situation to
murder RAF prisoners. Rebmann
launched a counter-information
| campaign including Producnon of a
document detailing ‘outstanding
| prison conditions’ of the political
| prisoners and thus publicly undermining
the hunger strike. Next the campaign
against defence lawyers and
‘sympathisers’ was reinforced, In
Fracuc: this meant regular raids on
houses and offices, and finally a
| discussion of the polilicx of force-
feeding, was started in the press with
|the aim of preparing the West German
population for the use of the so called
Hnmh method ie. as long as the
prisoner is fit mentally she or he either
eats or dies. In an interview with Welr
lam Sonntag Rebmann let slip: ‘It's
always bad if prisoners die, but the
|population wants the state to behave
[towards the prisoners as their tecrible
acts demarid
On July 30 Jurgen Ponto, head of
[)fc wdener Bank and board member of
Krupps, Daimler-Benz, AEG-Telefunken

jand Thyssen wauhnl whp\' 1
imusm{mnmlng event ¢

pos_~

late t
prepare
for it.
-R.A.F.

other) the new Federal Attorney
General Rebmann, who had himself
conducted negotiations with the
hunger strikers, set about sabotaging
the implementation of the demands.

It now became obvious that the cne
final obstacle to the extermination
strategy were the prisoners’ lawyers who
clearly understood their role to be
saving the lives of their clients and
ensuring their human rights. In the
weeks that followed the authorities,
fronted by Rebmann, launched a
campaign with the complicity of the
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two things clear, [t showed that the
IRAF still had the ability and continuiiy
1o attack central positions in the
switchboard of imperialist power, and
at the same time it showed that the
guerilla structure was still out of reach
for the state. It also provided the
pretext for the authorities to es
their strategy into its final phase
d.«ys laur Andreas Baad
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was n:!u
abstacles
difficulty in
Queen's Un

Linion refused use of their fac
account of the sexist bias’ of the
conference (for full details of the
correspondence on this see O
Spare Rib). The same aitituc
reflected in the subsequent pres:
coverage of the event in the ..,;mmm
Irelgnd Sundoy News, their 700 word
article was entitled ‘Men--Keep Out’,
and as ane might expect from such a
Heading, the account was principally
concerned with the exclusion of
participants rather than with the
goncrete achievements of the women
invalyed. Since all the papers had been
officially informed by th
and invited to send along
reporters and photogr.p
planning committee was
indignant a1 the media response
However, it is an apt iliustration of the
prevailing climate here

Such setbacks notwithstanding well
over a hundred women came to the
beonference which finally took place in
ithe Extra Mural Dept. of Queen's
University . They came fromall parts
lof the country, both north and south,
a8 well as from Britain, There were

Awamen of all ages present, mostly

Br an d Gn drun tn\:lvn during trid ot
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Lmn.r‘ and judges’ associations, the
Russell Peace Foundation and Arm‘cxl\
International. Never having had any
{intention of fulfilling its assurances 1o
the prisoners, the West German
{authorities merely escalated their
{campaign against the ‘sympathisers
|swamp’. Lawyers and others involved
{with the prisoners, including the
|Antifas (anti-fascist groups working

| with the prisoners and trying to
ublicise the rale of the FDR in
Europe) were systema cally defamed
constantly harassed
and docur S were
ats all over the

t the border

As might be expected the

2 lru)‘.u
{authorities had had the office under
constant s ¢ from a house

reifla

d to have seen no

was in fact

like the Stockholm exple

it themsel

1 had by now made it clear

international pressure he

ungerstrike to

He was quoted in
ying ‘| don't

". Accordingly on
tember 3 the prisoners came

n

id done
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Ireland’s first

urgency,
A 3 links with
ither social groups and

ally those in rural areas

d into small groups for
ssions, the same topics
simultaneously in

and
women

1SCL

ich group

Themes included violence
against women, health and the
| relationship between feminism and
repubilicanism. It was difficult in the
! time available to establish an

| "
atmosphere in u,h.\h it was possible

{lo getinto asu any depth,

; and discussion often remained

! superficial, | '\‘\ that in my group we
xtcl ouf yrannised by the
ggested Structure, instead uf

pping it when it didn't suit us'and
out our own procedures

ome iced the opinion that
{ value of the weekend lay in
sonal contacts made autside

| vorkshaps, | think a lot of us

| went home having made severdl new
friends. For me, one of the high points
was an exhilarating discussion on
Feminism and Amarchism which taok
place on Sunday morning. This was
noton the original schedule but
formed spontaneously when two or
three of us discovered a similarity of
interests and approach, six women in

bject i1

AT

thirst and hungerstrike not wishing to
make the Attorney-General's job easier
Two days later Hans Schleyer, ex SS
troop leader, head of Federal Union of
German Employer Associations and
president of the Federation Of German
Industry was taken prisoner by the
RAF. Immediately 70 prisoners were
put into total isolation as hostages, a
move justified by the government on
grounds that West Germany was in a
state of emergency. A Berlin judge
criticised the isolation of prisoners
under his charge as unnecessary, The
government quickly ‘legalised’ the
situation by rushing through the

i Kontactsperre (contact ban) law in just
8 three days. The events that took place
from then until the West German state
al a point where all political prisone
8 were in isolation and every one

___associated with their defence either

| under arrest or frightened off, chose to
| murder three of its host: ages, are well

‘ known. Unconfirmed reports suggest

‘mn Andreas Baader and probably
Gudrun Ensslin, Irmgaacd Muller nml

| Jan-Carl Raspe were flown via Crete to

Somalia and put in contact with the

guerillas holding the hostages at

Mogadishu, in order to convince them

that the West German authorities were

| meeting their'demands. Using this cover
of immanent exchange the SAS-led
German Special Commando unit was

i able to shoot their way into the aircraft

!
: |

Jan-Carl Raspe

Wl atterided. We are hoping to
| maintain regular contact with e
other and to make some kind of
contribution, as Anarca-Feminists, to
‘thn next conference due to take place
|in Dublin some time in January
|

ach

1 There was a plenary session on
{Sunday mummm, which brought to

| the surface a number of problems the
Irish women's movement will have to
confront. Firstly, there seems to be a
‘ divi \ll' between those women who see
tV ‘movement’ as an organisation
resembling traditional political parties
j groups, and those who want it to
me something completely

and secondly, there is clearly
ment concerning what attitude
--we should take towards the

| 'national question’. These issues have
still to be re something that will
take time. On the positive side, it was
decided to set up a telephone tree, «
i eminists throughout the country
could be mobilised at a moment's
notice to suppart campaigns and
demonsirations and Lo start a feminist
newsletter so that people will be
informed of all the activities of all the
different women’s groups. All were
unanimous in recognising the need for
another canference in the near future
and women from Dublin volunteered to
undertake the task of arranging one.
[JRomira Worvill

solved

s Ay

and free the hostages. Every statv
murders those that resist their pot
The model West German state d
three at a time CJBlack Aid Group
@ For at least one of the two SAS |
at Mogadishu, working with the
German GS 9 commando was nat his
first taste of excitement. Sgt. Buri
Davies has already played a very actiy
role in Northern Ireland ‘counter-
insurgency’. In 1973 he and another
ritish SAS officer, Captain Dent,
were captured by the IRA in the
Grosvenor/Falls area. An ensuing
dispute between the Officlals and
Provisionals as to who should deal
them was only solved by them having
one each, Dent was ‘executed”’ by the
Provies, and Davies was shot and left
for dead by the ‘stickles’. Unfortunate
he survived to recelve a substantial
cash payment for the incident from the
Northern [reland Office and an MBE
| for 'sexvices to community relations in
Northern Ireland” in the '74 honours
list. Presumably the same ‘community
|relations' he displayed at Mogadishu.

|Barcelona’ﬂ

ast year when | was in Andalucia, a

’yuung socialist student from Madrid
| told me Anarchism was of historical
‘m!m st but had not survived the fierce
repression and was now a spent force.

\ It was then possible to believe him in.
| spite of the odd C.N.T. graffiti, or the
| history of anarchism that you could pick 55
{out from the rows of books devoted to
| Marxist analysis.
! In Barcelona this year such a gloomy
[statement would be ludicrous.
| Wandering at random around central 8
| Barcelona | found the headquarters of
| the anarchist unions for tourist and
transportation industries and the o
regional office; it wasn’t a matter of
looking. anamaplms. cach hadan
enormous black and red flag hanging *
outside, The nameplates looked as if
| they have been there for decades,
| Franco might as well not have
| bothered.

The June elections have already had
| their psychological effect. The
newspapers and magazines are focusing,
almost exclusively on parliamentary
activities and ignoring Neighbourhood
Associations, and needless to say,
~N.T. and other anarchist activity. In
1an analysis of coverage in the national
| press, the CN.T. paper found that the

worst papers for ignoring the C.N.T.
| were in fact the supposedly liberal
| papers like £/ Pais. They attribute this
| to the number of socialist and
‘gummun»l members on the staff. The
division between parliamentary
11;[\[”1& tion and the rest is already
|L]LJ'|‘ defined. The closer the
{socialists and communists get to
lun rcising state power, the less they will
| be able to appear as agents for real
Ichange. The Spanish Commupnist
|leader Carrillo has been calfing for a
|ng\ ernment of ‘national cancentration”
|1e., because of the crises, he is happy to™
|share power with the present right wing
|government,
i Thisis, of course, the policy bemq
|put into effect by the ltalian X
lcommunists. In Ajo Blanco (White
|Garlic), an article called ‘Europression
the ltalian and German examples
{10 warn of the new forms of
| repression which will replace the crude
excesses of fascism. It points out how
an Communist Party Is trying to-
portray everybody who rejects their i
Labour Party style 'sockal contract™as
|either a criminal or a lunatic. When
students were shot by police in
Bologna, it was not a polivical acty
simply a way of dealing with band
There is strong identification of the
C.N.T. with the revolt in Spanish
prisons in july. The revolt was of
‘ordinary " or 'social’ prisoners wh
course, far anarchists are just a8
‘political” and in need of amnes
those more usually acceptes as

£

political prisoners. Only a |



C.N.T. as a bunch of faggots and drug
users’. The article points out that for
‘scientific socialists’ like Hobsbawn,
anarchism is fundamentally a pre—
industrial messianic movement, an
anachronistic nuisance in the industrial
age. In Italy the Communist Party has
been trying to dismiss the student
opposition as ‘criminal terrorists’, and
there is nothing to indicate that the
Spanish variety would be any different

But, the main conflict is between the
people and the fascist state machinery,
which is still intact and dangerous.
People are very aware of the pretence
of democracy which the government is
presenting to the world as the ‘real
thing'. | was continually being warned
that nothing had really changed. Well,
the huge festivals in Barcelona of
communists and anarchists, the big
Trotskyist banners hung across the
main streets, the C.N.T. stalls in the
Ramblas, show that there is a different
atmosphere

The tension between the liberal
cosmetics and the ogre beneath is never
far away. The political state security
court may have been abolished, but the
forces of ‘public order’ have never been
particularly interested in courts. The
armed police seem f

some sort of
Praetorian Guard without an emperor

Nearly every night the Ramblas becomes
x battlefield betwee 2 armed police
Los Grises (after their grey uniforms
and young militants. | saw the police
attack two demonstrations with
truncheons followed by rubber bullets
In neither case was there the slightest
provocations from the demonstrators.
After the demonstration in Barcelona
on Sept. 11, one man was killed by a
rubber bullet and a large number
injured

At a Spanish meeting in London a
couple of months person

} [ : basic tenets of

eminism, the need for women to
meet and organise separately from
men, was an Italian. In the last few
months a book shop and a women's
bar have opened in Barcelona; a
demonstration following the rape and
murder of a young woman there was
‘ 15,000 strong. Many of the

| revolutionary organisations have not
yet experienced the full impact of
women’s growing awareness of the

| oppression that has rocked similar
{(»fg.’lﬂlsdlu)ns in other European

| countries. In Ajo Blanco a woman
writes bitterly about the way women
were prevented from having their

| own meeting during the July

| libertarian festival; not just by the

| male organisers but by Mujeres Libres

| (Free Women), the anarchist women’s

"OrquIS.lllon.

‘ The strongest impression |'ve come
back with is the sense that in Spain
the possibilities are much greater than

| in other European countries, While in
some respects, like communal living,

| ‘dope the main hope’, etc., a lot of

| the stuff people are saying sounds
like somewhere else ten years ago, |
got the strong impression that when
people say that nothing has really

[ d, the real change they are

talking about is a lot more profound

than simply trying for the
combination of limited personal

freedom and economic oppression,
the ‘European pill’, which Suarez
and the bourgeoisie are trying to

peddle. | hadn’t realised how

ated to that atmosphere of |
intensity and optimism I'd become /,
intil | hit Heathrow. ‘Welcome to /’

| Britain and the Queen's Silver /

[ Jubilee’.The only visible graffiti, [
‘Chelsea’, the only poster ‘Jesus
Saves'. The first song, ‘NO FUTURE’

| OFar

accl

The South East London Anarchist
Feminist Group consists of twelve
women covering geographically an
area from Brixton to Bickley. W
heard via the Rape Crisis Centre that
Tescos were selling nationally, in their
Home and Wear section, men’s
underpants with the caption ‘Your
Friendly Neighbourhood Rapist’ and
decided that direct action was called
for.

In our search for the underpants
locally we tried Bromley first. A male
anarchist friend came with me and
asked if they had this particular line
The manager treated this as a straight
business deal and he asked a young
woman assistant to get ‘the rude ones’
My friend said he felt like Jack the

Tescos ‘checked’

It transpired that they had
other gems like

Ripper
sold out, but they had
‘I've Laid a Million’

| nt to Eltham where the
| manager sniggered and said that they

| had been so popular that they had
|sold out. At Catford we
f”‘" went away with a pair of

| underpants costing 69p. depicting a

| dirty old man with no trousers on and

| creeping along underneath the caption
“Your Friendly Neighbourhood Rapist’

We phoned Stephen Baker, Catford’s

Home and Wear manager, saying that
we found the underpants offensive and
asking if Tescos would withdraw them.
He replied ‘It's a very good line, we sell
lots and have no intention of
withdrawing them'.

We next w
We ne v

were rewarded

On Thursday October 6 we made
| placards saying ‘Since When Has Rape
Been A Joke?" and ‘One Woman Raped
Is Every Woman Raped’ as well as ‘Men
Against Rape’ for some male suppdrters
to carry. We also wrote a short leaffet
to-give to shoppers.

On Friday October 6 a group of us,
including four men, assembled outside
Catford Tescos and started giving out
leaflets and talking to people in the
shop. We were overwhelmed by the
response, women were particularly
angry and eager to sign our petition.
Many people said they would write to
Tescos head office personally, One

Drawing: Larkin

neighbourhood store

elderly woman became very distressed
on seeing the underpants displayed on
our placard and said that she had been
| raped. It had been years ago, but her
s still very acute. ‘It's no use
going to the police’, she said, ‘they don't
care’. What came over very strongly was
anger and indignation and the comment
of course it's not funny’
After about an hour or so the

| mana came out and said that he had
| taken them off the shelves and what
| happened then was ‘up to head office’
[ We had contacted the South East
London Mercury who had sent a
reporter and a photographer. Their story,
very sensational account entitled ‘Get
"Em Off’ appeared on the front page the
| next Thursday. As a result of a press
| release by us a small piece appeared in
[ the Sunday Times. The count
| appeared in the Sun a week later, calling

15 ‘chanting women shoppers’ and
| slanting the story ta suit their style of

"JI)I ess

s
J

worst

porti

|
’ It was intersting to see the comments
|

f Sunarama Ltd., the manufacturers
heir sales manager, David Claret, told
the South East London Mercury: ‘I have
r heard anything so ridiculous in all

| my life. You've only got to look at the
y's face to see that it’s funny’
ver, by the time the Sun was

sted he had changed his tune and
was'regretting the mistake’ and saying that
they were ‘not continuing with that line
after October’

Tescos too, were mumbling
sanctimoniously about being ‘a family
store’ and that the underpants had
slipped into the shops unnoticed—desplte
Mr Baker's comments of a few days
earlier, they made a great show about
saying that they had withdrawn all the
stockb Georgina Lee

Dial a dyke

Lesbian Line is a new phone service
for women operated entirely by women
and offering help, advice and
information. The service is run
collectively, both administration and
‘phone duties are rotated and shared
equally; decisions are taken at regular
meetings.

This is the first time a woman has
been able to ring up and be sure of
speaking to another women, whether
she just wants information regarding
women only events, and places, or the
opportunity to talk at length to a
woman who will have experiences
similar to her own

At present Lesbian Line are open
for any woman who wants to ring
between 2—10pm. on Monday and
Friday. Letters may be sent c/o BM
1514, London WC1V 6XX. Small
social gatherings will also be held to
enable women to talk and to get to
know other lesbians. Lesbian Line's

telephone number is: 01 794 2942,

The Half-Moon Theatre is a small
company which performs in a converted
synagogue in Aldgate, and which has
built up a reputation for left-wing
agitational theatre, often very much
tied to the East End and its history.
For the past five years, they have
been fighting to save Wilton's Music

its kind in Britain, for the East End
community. Their rivals have been
the Music Hall Trust, which wants to
restore the building exclusively as a
Music Hall, but in May 1977 it
seemed that the GLC (then Labour-
controlled) would lease the building
to the Half-Moon, after the theatre
had raised loans and promises
totalling £400,000.

The East End has experienced
some drastic changes over the past
few years—industry has been moving

~|out and the docks have been run-down

1o a close, This has left vast areas of
land available for development and
the property firms are now swooping
| down on the East End.

|  When the Tories regained control of
the GLC in the May 1977 elections,
they announced a ‘review’ of the
position regarding Wilton's, and
immediately Taylor-Woodrow, a huge
property company, put in a bid,
saying that they would rebuild it
elsewhere if it couldn’t be renovated
on its present site. Their aim is to
|move it to their development scheme
at St. Katherine's Dock, which isn’t

haed

Anthony Trent (left) and Howard Lewis in
Andy Smith’s Grand Larceny

Hall in Stepney, probably thée oldest of|
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attacked and to act as a forum for the
exchange of experience gained in the
use of all forms of occupation.

| Information on the campaign and the
|conference may be obtained from
{CACTL, cfo 35 Wellington Street

| London WC2.01-289 3877

[(J Ray Martin

|On October 31 the GLC housing policy
|committee agreed a scheme to offer

| tenancles in ‘hard to let’ flats to
squatters in their properties. While the
scheme is belng arranged squatters will
| be offered licences to stay in their
present homes. The licence fee Is likely
to be £1 to £2 per week per room and
will not include an obligation on the
part of the GLC to do repairs,

,GL’I/"I:I/.’l fumilies will be rehoused

together, single, le. unmarried, people
will be rehoused in groups of up to
four

The result of this ‘magnanimous’
offer from the Tory GLC will be: an
end to squatting by the simple
expedient of changing the name
‘squatter’ into ‘tenant’ or ‘licence
holder'; large supportive communities
at present based in squats will be
destroyed along with the political
significance of those groups; people
will be given the ‘privilege” of paying
a fee to remain in thelr homes witho't
any of the protection of being a
tenant under the Rent Acts—all this
with the backing of the Criminal
Trespass Laws.

Chris Davies (Report)

¢ Hall Stepney: closed and crumbling

| very far away geographically, but t at the Half-Moon taking over
{what TW are building there is a the le would be ‘financially viable’;
million miles away from the they deny that their refusal has

s of the East End any thing to do with the political

ature of the theatre's productions.
er, in view of local opposition

s for St. Katherine's

ensive private housing, a to property developers and the support
yacht club and marina, luxury hotels or the campaign to save Wilton's for
|and, of f ffice blocks. Witk the East End community to which it
charact generosity and belongs, it seems unlikely that the
considerat needs of the Tories will risk making too many
tlocal pe e, [ W agreed to build 30( allowing the building to be

houses (the area has a housing e lished to make way for office
opment. It ms more likely that

vaiting list of 6,000, w

3

| number living in sub-standard Il set up a joint trust (including

| accommodation) paid for by the GL( Half-Moon) which will be g

{In return, the company was na lease nabling the theatre to

| 25-year lease on the 26-acre site at the nfluence over its use. This is

| absurdly low cost of £ )00 pe especially so if—as is now rumoured

{year. TW are now all set to make over TW are pulling out of the fight for

| £200 million profit on the scheme—a Wilton's, having failed in their
ecord in this country ludicrous attempt to present a

| Maore recently, Marius Goring of the ent, philanthropic image and
Music Hall Trust, a former president of |instead received a lot of not very good

jmion, Equity (where
as an opponent of the
wing) has worked clo

St. Katherine's Dock

publicity

| Meanwhile, the Half-Moon are
2ing a musical, Grand Larceny by
Smith, based on these events

IHlustration: Cliff Harper
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| or Drew t ind Lic the East End by

; S as a d speculators and developers. It goes on

| b t hroughout the East End from

| have said they don't Nov 2 L] Geoff Ingarfield
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=Trespass criminalised |
‘ |
I n vs the 2 fre | — |
| Criminal Tre ) t ! ‘
| Criminal Law ) I 1 ( tive |
o f ear \gain upation

I : ! ) jstria een

\,“ r \ » - i oth 10S.

community centres
ffences are as follows embassies and ently a sewage shaft
11 th te 2 viole L and it becomes easy
| ecure entr premise 1o ung s use of squatting as
2. Adverse occupation of residential number of
| prope nals’ created by this law "at a
3. Trespassing with ar *apon troke’ Is staggering
4. Trespassing on emb emises Although this law has arrived with
5. Resisting or obstructing a bailiff or s, opposition to its
sheriti ins is widespread,
It y clear that these measures je unions at national
provide the state, property speculator | tudent unions, as well

yuatters’ and other

and industrial barons with plenty of
scope. Like the immigration laws, the | Yymunity organisations, Naturally
Preven srrorism Act and the state is quite immune to paper
exte acy and public | resolutions; effective opposition will be

€ use o

by continued use of
1 the future. This will be

order laws, th with | ach
the active collt
Parliament; true to form, the various | no:
factions of the ruling cla

e been pas
sion of all parties in
v if occupations are

and defended by all sections
yad working class movement

ss have united | sup

taction of 1

in

e face of growing dire

¢ 3By £, WG/ BQWIAON § 0187

over the last five years yrder to consolidate opposition
The state, with the cooperation of | Campaign Against a Criminal
the media, have sought to present these | Tr ss Law is holding a national
new offences as being directed solely canference on November 26/ E
against the squatting movement; Digbeth Civic Hall, Birmingham, The
undoubtedly they will be the first conference aims to discuss further
target, there have already been at least opposition to the law, the defence of
two attempts to use the law as if it is occupations which are threatened or

e e “%=%.. Fare fightin Milan

Ever since Milan’s Communist-Socialist
government proposed a fare rise for the
city's bus and underground services a
constant direct action campaign has been
waged against the public transport
wthorities, not only resisting the
proposed increases but demanding free
public transport. Buses have been
hijacked, trains burned and underground
stations regularly occupied to prevent
the payment and collecting of fares.

The campaign, which has attracted
support from autonomia groups, Clrcoli
Giovanili (Youth Circles), the /ndians
and also the highly opportunistic
Leninist groups Lotta Continua and
MLS, has been organised by the recently
formed Lega Libertaria (Libertarian
League)

A tube occupation on a Saturday in
October went like this: several Lega
Libertaria members met in the morning
to decide which of Milan’s underground
stations was to be ‘liberated’ that day.
Various jobs were assigned and
‘propaganda materials’ (leaflets, posters,
spraycans etc.) distributed, Once the
place and exact time of the
demonstration were decided twenty to
thirty people set off immediately to the
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ATM linitals of Milan's trapsport mmsmw f

walked thre ~ukh the ticket barrier, to be
Stopped by the tick ntroller. Several
others appeared to give support to the
first, and this exchange took place

“This is a demonstration against the
proposed fare increases. [t is not a
violent demonstration 50 please stay
calm.” ‘All right, but I must go and
report it." ‘Look! we said a peaceful
demonstration, but not a pacifist one,
S0 just make yourself comfortable and
stay put:' By this time other comrades
had succeeded in blocking all the ticket
machines with bits of metal, plastic and
generous helpings of glue. Othe,
giving out leaflets and others inviting

were

Reclaiming the night
On Saturday November 12, hundreds
of women invaded the night streets of
Brighton, Bristol, Guildford, Lancaster,
Leeds, London, Manchester,
Nottingham, Oldham, Salisbury,
Sheffield, Sunderiand, Tyne-Wear
York. The actions differed from
city, but all the said women are angry;
we exist and we are going to be seen
and heard.
We demand the right to be on any
street at any time, to walk alone or in
oups without men ‘protecting’ us
rom other men. We took action
because the fear and reality of rape are
always with us and will always be used
to keep us in our place—down.
Some women are afraid to walk
across their own estates to see friends.
A woman in Bradford was beaten and
raped on her way to work. She died
[fram these injuries two days later. In
lLecds six women were raped. They
pwere cannected incidents but were only
riously noticed by the press when a
mod’ woman was attacked. Four

nd
to

iple rhmugh the Barrie

Lookouts were checking for the arrival

| of the Carabieri and people were
prevented from reaching the telephones.

The occupation was only temporary so
messages of longer duration were left on
| the walls in the form of graffiti and
posters, After about half an hour
‘c'.":(\,u,;nc dispersed to avoid the police.
{ While the Lega Libertaria recognise
| many other areas of struggle that need
| to be fought and won, Milan's anarchists
| and libertarians are determined to make
| these hhvumr\ actions a daily feature
vof the city's life until everyone rides for

| free[d Enne

Back tothe night

m, u..l violence
| u,m'sr prostitutes goes ur‘n(rtlcr‘d Itis
|a largely invisible part of the Game:
'pn\\ er OvVer worm The local police

inspector publicly warned women to
| keep off the streets (at all times of the
|day)

Soho, London: We, as London
women, chose Soho because it is a
symbol of all sexploitation. Five
hundred women started off from
Leicester Square, Some held torches,
some held hands, some wore masks and
stripey make-up. One elegant Dracula
in grey cloak bared her fangs at passers-
by. We whooped and yelled. We sang
and chanted- ‘Yes means yes—no means
no, however we dress and wherever we
go .. . Just because a wornan's a wife it
doesn't mean yes for the rest of her life.
There were cymbals, party squeakers,
whistles and tin cans clacking.

Men hassled and jeered—from shouts
of ‘cunt, cunt’, to ‘they're oll dykes'’;
from ‘who'd want o rape them?' to
‘they want to be rapéd really’. Some

The Japanese government's claimto
have removed the last obstacle to the
construction of the New Tokyo
International Airport at Narita
(Sanrizuka) are propaganda bullshit
What they did was achieve a stirprise
early-morning victory by pulling down
the farmers’ iron towers that had been
erected to prevent planes from landing
and taking off. No one denies them that
victory, despite the action’s being based
on a dubious point of law. What can be
refuted is the govt. claim—spiashed all
{ over the too-willing mass-media- that

| the airport can now be opened within

| | the year. By removing the biggest

| obstacle first, instead of leaving it till
i last as was wmulumly expected, the

| govL.aimed a p\ygholomml knock-out

| punch at the movement’s chin. No
| question that many are stunned; but
'u]mlly no doubt that the movement is
| far from dead.
| The farmers of Sanrizuka resisted
| govt.attempts to throw them off their
land, a few years ago erected two iron
towers which effectively blocked the
flightpath, and prevented the start of
orientation flights for pilots, In order
fo forestall a govt.attempt to pull down
the towers, the farmers had built living
quarters inside them, thus converting
them into houses and therefore more
difficult to remove,

Tokyo towers

" [men backed down when they found
themselves surrounded by large groups

decorated with stickers (some men were
too!} and splashed with red paints.
Some strip joints turned their lights
down and shut up. One policeman
guarded male customers who were
|{cowering inside a shop.

Door to door canvassing before the
night showed that residents were angry,
and sympathetic to our action. Some
wormen passers-by shouted support to
us. One woman who lived in the area
told me her disgust at hearing men
shout ‘we want rape’.

[t was a great high for me to be part
of such firework energy. It was chilling,
100, to see how easily men identified
with rapists. Until women end the
distortion of what sex is and what
women are (and only women and
consciousness can do this, not the faw)
women will be safe and free nowhere.
[IMargot Farnham

of women. Sex shops were stink-bombed,
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Without obtaining farmal sanction,
however, the government acted, Snnn
after dawn on May 6, whife al;
engaged with farmers representat

concerning the legality of the law -
hitherto quoted to justify the remaval
of the towers, it sent in a secret force
of bulldozers 5\14rdcd by riot police,
and within a few haurs the towers were
down. By enlisting the collusion of the
courts, it was able to cite an entirely
different clause in the law ta justify its
action.

The reaction within the movement -
was one of shock. The towers had been
a symbol of the anti-state struggle, and
no-one could believe the radio’s
annoauncement of their fall.

So: the towers are down, and the
government has unleashed a veritable
barrage of propaganda upon the public
to Kill sympathy for the farmers. The
mass media have, without exception,
accepted its interpretation. However,
the way is not yet clear by any means
for the construction of the airport. The
reasons are as follows:

1. No practical transportation link
between the airport and the centre of
Tokyo has been built. The area is at
present served by two railway lines
catering for suburban commuters, but
these could never hope to absorb the
extra traffic which the airport would
create. The existing high-speed
motorway is also choked with cars, and
while a new one is an the drawing
boards, construction has not yet begun,
Opposition from local rwdm!s will not
make it any easier. The new “bullet-
3 rain” link is also but a planner's -
dre am because of lack of funds. A
Meanwhile, Narita is farther from the
centre of Takyo than any airport in the
world is from iis respective city. For
example, fhght time from Manila to
Japan would be doubled by the time
required to get to Tokyo.

2. The airport has only one runway.
Land requisitioned for the secand is
still in the possession of local farmers,
who refuse to sell. Moreover, the existing
runway is too short, as farmers still
own 750 metres at one end.

3. The “airport”’ authorities have not
yet found a way to supply fuel to the
planes which would land there. Plans to
transport jer fuel by pipeline from
nearby refineries have been nipped in
the bud by local residents’ opposition.
Provisional plans Lo transport it by rail
have also been thwarted by focal railway
workers who, in solidarity with the
farmers, have refused to take out the
tanker trains. The Govérnment, by
means of bribes and blackmail, has
slawly been bringing local assemblies
around to accepting is position, but
this is only serving to demonstrate (o
local people which side their
“representatives’’ are really an.

4. The cost of the airport has risen 1o an
astronomical 1 billion yen (£2,000
million). If the government cannot

afford to build a road, it will be hard to
find that kind of money. Moreover, the
screw has been turned by exposure of

last year’s budget hearings, in which a
secret govi.report, revealing that it e
would be cheaper to extend the present
Tokyo Airport at Haneda, was brought 4
to light.

In other words, what the government
has achieved by pulling down the towers,
and what it claims to have achjeved, are
two quite different things.

The history of the Sanrizuka struggle
can be followed in Ampo magazine
(PO Box 5250, Tokyo Int'l, Tokyo,
Japan) and issue 3 of Lnbero
International (Both are stocked at
Rising Free), or better still through the
newsletter of the Sanrizuka
International Support Group
Kabe Gakusei Seinen Centre, 3-1
Yamada-cho, ﬂaﬂ:-ku. {




In the last few st people have been aware of the
important political events occuring in West Germany. The
fexistence of so called terrorist groups killing and
kidnapping leading members of industry and politics
{apart from Schieyer, the Attorney General Buback, and
{the banker Ponto ha en assassinated this year alone)
iis a phenomenon that few people here have understood
‘If little is known about urban guerilla groups like the Red
Army Fraction (founded in 1970), even less is known
saboul the repressive reaction of the State. In order to get
z }a bit nearer 1o understanding the developments in the
Federal Republic over the last few y certain
;quusnons have to be asked and ans
Is thé expansion of the repressive

| paratus solely
imeant to deal with the threat to the State posed by
lgm rilla groups? The Federal Republic is not a police
L.ﬂc in the sense that Nazi Germany was; nevertheless
U

urban

millians of peaple have been effortlessly integrated into
, as deputy sheriffs, searching for the
iwanted “terrorists’. How can this be explained? What
ind of state is the Federa! Republic of Germany? How
as the left responded to the situation?

he police apparatus

19 908g £, 1QuIAQ) JaguieA

The three most important guerilla groups—the Red
Army Fraction (RAF), the Second of June Movement
(responsible for the kidnapping of leading Christian
Democrat Peter Lorenz in West Berlin in 1975), and the
Revolutionary Cells (RZ), describe the Federal Republic
as an example of 'new fascism’. "New fascism’ is a kind of
institutionalized fascism, where total control is exercised
by the social and political institutions of the state, and
not necessarily by its police forces. | would prefer to
describe West Germany as an authoritarian bourgeois
democracy, which is using more and more overtly fascist
measures to destroy all forms of both legal and illegal
opposition. Further the guerilla groups believe

al servant of US imperialism

politica
West Germany to be the loy

the US policeman in Europe. Although the growth of
West German neo-imperialism- the interventions in
F’ur\uxvﬂ Italy and Spain show this cl
(hc description of the Federal Republic as a dependent
‘lu'/ al servant of US imperialism both simplifies and
}underesnm ytes the nature of West German capitalism
and its particular brand of neo-imperialism

In any case, the urban guerilla groups have declared

arly - is undeniable,

war on this state, and'despite the massive Jtte
state to destroy them they have survived for
The state has not even succeeded in substantia
reducing their capacity to attack it.

What the state has succeeded in doing ¥ to
criminalize all legal forms of po"ticai oppositio
presenting and selling ‘terrorists’ asaspeciu
humans. Everybody who tries to regard ‘tefrons
political, and who sees the explanation for ‘l 'P‘
the repressive nature of the state itself, are
‘sympathizers’, and are criminalized by me:
through association. In the last few weeks the s¢
sympathizers have even been seen by the state
people who ‘have to be eliminated If the terrofis
are to be neutralized’. <

This kind of propaganda is accepted ungquestion

y the entire population. In the best manner of G
prns and television as organs for the official veg
|events, have succeeded in putting over “terro
{real threat to the West German working ¢
Iseccessfully diverted attention from unes
| (West Germany has had a million une;




years}, and other areas of social and palitical

such as the struggle against nuclear power. The

ce of the urban guerilla groups has made their task
logic of the conflict between guerilla and

demanded an increasing brutality on both sides.

ance the kidnapping of Schiever was logistically

msible without the killing of three policemen and

i (probably & secur nan), This has enabled

& 10 att the RAF'S claim that their actions

aimed at the mighty » are regarded more

sas normal workers in Wes many by most

pte. The hijacking he Lufthansa Boeing lent

1o this propaganda offen The

g is clear—everybody should feel threaten

BN people believe this kind of nonsense then it's only

that they should actively defend ‘their own

sts” by foining in the hunt for the ‘terrorists’. The

describes this kind of propaganda as part of the

ological warfare 1 by the stare against the

@, what they fail to see is the inherent

fradiction in their own practice—in their attempts 1o

effectively against the apparatus, they

adapted some of the for yrutality of the

FAtus itsel rrutti’s principle

pre

n the politics and

ice of the RAF
Nevertheless, the
German work

Seven years

ntegral pan of

been ta ¢
Bxtremist ot an th

on. Al
Party (KPD) w I
iMlRding 10 its illegalizatio
iparty they didn't (i1
iWideclogy between worl
ould stap thinking of
Duid regard themse
Sand capitalists were no
fkfbeiig? r). The inte
then placed in the ‘safe and
i bureaucracy. The work
return for the highest st
: Y Were 1o give up
& They accepted.
i What this means is that very few people have a direct
i erience of practical conflict, either on the shop floor
or in their communities or elsewhere, Only the left, and
more fe tly young peaple and members of Citizens
ifinitiatives against nuclear power, have been involved in
geaeet physical confrontation with the pofice. The RAF
plice conflict is seen by most peaple as a somewhat

I Spectacle brought nicar to them through the

imediation of press and f .

emselves as w
5 45 worktakers

italists

but

work

work

the ing
eliable’ hands of tf

ar
all milita

kar in September, where they
licopters and sub-machine guns y
f YMIMOoN view is that
Ir demacras

well it has to be dor

3 1 The authoritarian strt
dly changed over the |
many {(both Fas

“$tate from its inception—t
It warked out by the w e
ling class militanc nd left-wing oppos
in this blueprint. The trade unions, for example,
[#a ‘model’ which all other capitalist countries would
love to possess. They have always played their
Qithfully and successfully. They're simply there to
the working class under control, and to guarantee
the exchange value of their agreement with capital
standard of living, high sickness benefit and so on)
become less.
inally, with the possible exception of the Ruhr, all
ing class communities not destroyed by the war,
ce been torn apart by lacal, federal and state
1s. The content of everyday life has become
and poarer. Germans go to work, go home and
B television. German pubs are either relatively
of when people are there they don't talk to each
n working class communities don't exist as
W them here, they can't undertake struggles in
 interests, nor can they support other
For example, the role that working class
ies played in the Miners’ Strikes here is just
S in the Federal Republic.
are the factors that have to be taken into
frying to understand the kind of militant
m rampant in West Germany today. Despite
5 that different West German governments
3 and maintaining ‘social peace’, they

5]

pitalism,

n, t upset their m
planation of the massiv
> apparatus and pr
ve function. Repr
Imply introduced as respo
the state by the urban guerilla, their

s Lo discipline the entire socie
» doesn’t already know that re

stance is

oung pe

iple

eftists attempt to

hands they are

t with the full opposition of the repressi apparatus
3 n problem for the state in this context is to
tegitin ictions, and it does this by attempting to
integrate the content of these autonomous movements
as far as possible. For example, ‘anti-authoritairena’

! kindergartens and youth centres were at first met with
suspicion and opposition, but at the same time the state

! realized that these projects expressed the real desires of

large num s of peaple, so they've tried to integrate

them, by setting up their own projects. The problem for

the state is that this strategy doesn't always work because

SIS Into ¢t
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Siegfried Haag, and blank squares ‘terrorists’ killed

the most important element, ie. self-liberation, is missing.
The measures taken by the state over the last few years
are partially an attack on the guerilla, but a closer look at
laws like the Contact Ban Law (Kontaktsperregesetz), a
suspension of habeus corpus, and the executive decisions
| taken by the Conference of Interior Ministers show that

| the real target is the intimidation of all forms of
topposition. The Kontakisperregesetz isolates prisoners by
irefusing them access to lawyers, relatives, newspapers and
helevisrons, but it also means that anybody can be picked
up by the police, shut away in some unknawn prison for
lan indefinite period of time under the pretext of
| supporting terrarism, Similarly, the decision of the
ilmcvior Ministers (an executive and not a p.\rlmmenurv
decision, as most measures are) to sound sirens

n Stammhsim

| List of wanted ‘anarchists’ at Dusseldorf air tarminal. 700,000Dm for 14 people. Crosses indicate the arrest of Verena Becker and

| throughout West Germany whenever a ‘terrorist’ atrack
| takes place (everybody has to turn on their radios 1o get
instructions from the police), are aimed at familiarising
everyone with police state methods and at making clear
that the state is 'n full control, and everybody should
accept the existence of heayily armed police on every
street corner as being ‘normal’ :
I'his kind of

preventive repressive has funétioned well.
West Germany has had more thana million anemployed
! two years, and yet there has been no major
* against redundancies. The Federal Republic of
ny is a huge social prison where
the rules nothing or fittle witl happen to you. For those
people who step out of line the special treatment
described above is reserved. And they can expect little
solidarity from their fellow prisoners, who dan't see
themselves as such, and feel threatened when others try
to make this prison reality clear to them.

THE LEFT AND ITS
ESPONSE

The left has been torn apart by the events of the last

. In West Germany there are two main tendencies,

tarian Maoists (with the exception of the

Kommunistische Bund-KB) and the anti-authoritarian
Trotskyists play almost no role. The

laoists are all teue to the Peking fine and spend

moveme

most of their time uting in the desert, without
f L It's difficult to take them seriously Large
p non-ectarian left have become so involved

n the hysteria of dissociation from the RAF, that they
{ wrdly able ro resist attacks made on them by the
| state. It often seems that many g oups consider the RAF
| to be their main enemy, The question is, what kind of

esistance is possible in the Federal Republic at the
moment? The left has been criminalized and isolated to
such an extent that many people are either thinking in
terms of going underground or into exile. The fact that a
principle part of the RAF’s political evaluation- namely
that the legality of the left will be destroyed—has proved
to be correct, makes the politically more attractive, The
guerilla will be a fact of West German political life fora
long time to come. But for those groups who reject the
politics of the guerilla the situation is disastrous. Nobody
outside these groups listens to the left at the moment,
and it si difficult to see how this should change. 1 think
that the only option open to the left at the moment is a
broad non-sectarian alliance against state repression,
where all remnants of surviving opposition can come
| together. Whether this will happen is another question.
| The Russell Tribunal on the violation of human rights in
| the Federal Republic which will take place next March,

Is a very important factor in this context, The state’s
vulnerable point is criticism from abroad. Whatever the
left can do in other countries at the moment to

| publicize and explain the developments in the Federal
Republic is the best possible form of internatianal
solidarity ; it should be remembered that the German

| model is the model which capitalism would like to
impose throughout Europe. Events in Portugal have

| shown what West German neo-imperialism is capable of

| achieving, Social peace in a model Europe is clearly what

| the West Germans and their allies hope 1o impose. The

| fight against model Germany, then, is at the same time

| the fight against the creation of a model Europe along
{ West rman lines 2
| We in West Germany need all possible solidarity if we

'«lrc 1o survive [] Hans Schmidt
|

5 long as you obey

Liberation

Liberation




OUR WILL,MEN

| Against Our Will is a shocking and fright
ening book. The material which Susan
Brownmiller has so thoroughly research-
bed comes across as a truly terrifying
peality. The inflammatory nature of the
subject, rape, demands careful distinc
tions between verifiable incidents and
Wuwd accounts, rumours, hyster)-
| cal irrational fears, propaganda. This
book succeeds in making these distinc-
e ‘ -

> v

honestly.
The meaning of the word rape must
be assessed In a twofold manner
single act which recurs as part of ob-
jective reality with a frequency and
yariety that is appalling and, further
a concept which has had 2 use in the
coercive and competitive authority
structure in which women are subju-
to men, used as sex\ objects, as
valuable commodities in the marriage
arket, as sacred and dangerous symbaols
Jof power in slave systems, as propaganda
items In war machines
Susan Brownmiller establishes a con-
nection between the two meanings by
2 histarical review of male property
¥ights in women, and of the de
t of legal definitions of rape
days wher it was regarded as a
against a male’s interest, either
Fthat of the father with an economic
in his daughter's virginity or that
of the hushand with exclusive rights of
Sossession of his wife's chastity . The
liddle Ages saw the beginnings of state
in the safety of individuas and
attermpt to define rape as an njury
the woman herself. That this
st has remained a largely un-
ideal &5 clear from the well-
ted account of rape as it
&d iy this century in all its ugly
5~ from war rape L0 incestuous
pestic attack — from lone assaults to
pan gang rape. The author is at great
o distinguish different types of
[t direcred at different types of vie-
i, 0.g. women of ail ages, classes,
‘children, prisoners of either sex,
‘the same time 10 indicate what
rion 10 alt these types: coercive
mipulative domination of weaker
by stronger individuals or groups
physical and mental degredation

' hlmvd:e;lns'atm;
n against rape derive from in-
legal definitions, from 2
; t women a5 a built-in

as a

as

sta

lylng vengeful creature who will cry
rape for no good reason, and the reluc-
tance on the part of the women them-
selves to be made public property as
they inevitably are in the court proced
ures which attend a prosecution.

The prevalence of rape and difficul-
ties of redress leads Susan Brownmiller
to the convincing conclusion that rape
is 'a conscious process of intimidation
by which all men keep all women in a
state of fear'. This ts a highly radical
suggestion and will be offensive, no
doubt, tothany men who cannot envi-
sage themselves in the role of rapist.
However while there is effectively a cur

| few on women, while we are denied

security and egquality in our own homes,
while we are subjected to potential
humiliation in a variety of more or less
subtle forms, rape is a process in which
we are all involved. Men and women are
locked in a refationship of dominance/
submission. This relationship must be

| broken if rape is to be ‘denied its future’

In the face of this radical critique the
author’s conclusion may seem weak and
rmist to some, and no doubt repug-
o others. They amount 1o an insis-
» that the law be extended to cover
pes of rape and that rape be
de d with reference to other types of
criminal assault; that prejudice against
women in the courts be fully exposed
and obliterated, that women should
learn to defend themselves against rape
and feel confident in their own strength.

that rapists be sent to prison. This will
inevitably constitute a dilemma to anar-
chists since it means relying on the legal
system o pul right what is essentially a
political problem, and to engage the
interest of the state or the police is not
likely to be regarded as a revolutionary
or moral actvity

Whatever the objections that anar-
hists may raise against the conclusions
in this book let us hope that they will
debate constructively and not subject
women, once again, to the same old
arguments. Otherwise, most women, if
there has to be a choice between
anarchism and Te ely to
‘sod anarchism’ [} jean jones
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| NEW LIFE. By Sheila

Rowbotham and jeffrey
Weeks.(Pluto Press£1.80)
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New Life

in Socialism And The New Life: The
and sexual politics of Edward

Carpenter and Havelock Ellis and

its companion volume A New World For

Rowbotham and Jeffrey
the theory and pr.

ferinist
lz,

At the present time such a view demands

Women: Stella Browne—socialist feminist
Sheila

actice
sexual

politics through the individual lives of
three people and their associates,

The material gathered together here
could be a starting-point for further
research and radical analysis of the
pervasive control of our sexuality by
soclety and an invitation to refute the
liberal, biological models of social and
sexual behaviour. At

first | found this personalisation of ideas
confusing, since | am used to accepting
the theoretical concepts involved as
being a part of our language and thought-
structure and have imagined there to be
no way of discovering how we come to
have such concepts or how to criticise
their presence in our midst, since the
weight of our liberal culture spins such
an effective web over the recent past.

The diversion/deflection of radical
dieas through obscenity charges and
other forms of repression lead to the
adoption of a moderate stance by some
of the pioneers of sexual reform, which
in turn developed its own links with
the later, fascist, theories of 'racial
progress'. (This is not to say that all the
early campaigners were so deflected,
Stella Browne and Edward Carpenter
certainly were not).

After a spiritual /emotional crisis in
youth, Ellis spent his life advocating
sex-reform, believing that human
nature is essentially good and that
therefore sexual freedom would bring
a new age of happiness in its wake. He
was the first person to use the term
homosexual (although not homosexual
himself he married a lesbian, Edith Lees)
and his first work ‘Sexual Inversion”
was published in 1897. It was effect-
ively banned (all future editions of his
studies were printed in America) and to”
this day no full British edition of Ellis’
most important work has appeared.
Ellis’ aim was to show that homosexual-
ity is not a product of particular .
national vices or periods of social decay
but a common and recurrent part of
human sexuality. He chose to do this
by callating all the available data on
animals, primitive peoples and ancient
civitisations, and famous literary and
artistic figures. He sought to detach
homaosexuality from its 19th century
connotations of degeneracy, disease and
insanity, and present ifasa harmless
quirk of nature, with overtones of

Hence and respectability.

He was fundamentally a conservative
in that he held homosexuality to be a
minarity anomaly: whilst he went to
some length to stress that male homo-
sexuals were not effeminate, he was
unable 1o say that lesbianism was not a
deeply rooted element of masculinity
in women because of his inner accept-
ance af the heterosexual ideology of
‘courtship’ as the basic sexual structure
of our society, with all that that implies
of male aggression and female passivity.

Ellis's second work 'Auto-eroticism’,
y term he coined, gave cautious approval
sturbation, and in 1927 another
valume examined other non-reproduct-
ive forms of sex and sex-related
behaviour, including sadism and maso-
chism, coprophilia, necrophilia; klepto-
mania, undinism (his own predeliction,
that of observing the ufination of
women) etc. Me felt that these things
were natural and only harmful if
another person were hurl.

He helieved that every healthy
woman should at least ance in her
life exercise her ‘supreme function” in
the interest of the race, which clashed
with his firm support of contraception
and abortion to be controlied by
women.

Nonetheless, Ellis ‘succeeded’ in that
he raised the question of sexuality flom

to ma

i

sex-roles are socially moulded, unlike
Freud, because he felt that such a view
would not fit into any ‘rational
biological scheme’. ‘
He had great personal charisma, and
radicals such as Emma Goldman and
Margaret Sanger saw him as a ‘giant’,

In contrast 1o Ellis, Edward
Carpenter’s politics were lived out on
the personal level, in that he deserted
the ranks of the upper middle-class to
live a simple life at Millthorpe, a cottage
near Sheffield, where he attempted to
live as one of the working people.

Edward Carpenter was in revolt from
the crass materialism of the Victorian
age; he was homosexual and ardently
supported feminist aspirations. His ideas
tended towards socialism with a drift
towards the anarchism exemplified by
Kropotkin's mutual aid, but rejecting
that of direct conflict, Ms Rowbotham
traces in delightful detail Carpenter’s
many links with socialists in Sheffield,
Bristol, London and Cambridge, and
gives us glimpses of the socialist fellow-
ship and cultural life of that period,
when it was considered axiomatic that
to be a socialist implied internal change
and conscious struggle with personal
relationships. Nonetheless in spite of
his support for the rebellion of women
in his book ""Love's Coming of Age™
Carpenter accepted ‘masculinity’ and
‘femininity’ as fixed characteristics and
followed Engels In assuming that the
sexual division of labour was a natural
result of the biclogical difference
between men and women. He developed
a stereotype of androgeny, ‘the inter-
meidate sex’ —i.e. homosexuality as
transcending sex divisions,
unfortunately sidesteps the problem of
male elitism in the world; he also
portrayed feminists as not quite
‘normal’: some are ‘without strong
sexual or maternal instinets’, some
‘mannish’, some ‘ho nic' some
‘ultra-rationalising and brain-cultured’.
Carpenter’s greatest achigbement was
his struggle to live out his political
commitment as a transformation of !
everyday life. The socialist’s vision of
Utopia included happiness, love, and
the new life, not just a redistribution of
wealth

Stella Browne (1882-1955) was
remarkable, in that she never wavered
fram her belief in women's fundamental
right to control their own bodies and
her commitment to socialist revolution.
Although she was influenced by
Carpenter and Ellis in her paper ‘The:
Sexual Variety and Variability among
Wormen and their Bearing uron Social
Reconstruction’ she also felt strongly
that men had altogether too much to
say aboul sexual response in women,
and that men, by seeking sexual release
with prostitutes before marriage, had
brutalised concepts of sexuality, both
their own and women's, She fought for
hirth control and abortion on demand,
and left the Communist Party because
they would not support the latter, She
believed that women had a r'&m to “Nig
sexual pleasure, denied that the
rmaternal instinct existed, presumably
along with other “innate characteristics',
and publicly tesufied, in 1936, that she
fiad had an abortion—a remarkably
courageous action. £

Stella Browne was unusual in that she.
did not move toward Ihe'or; inan
attempt 1o win support ' aims:
Dora Russe marisk

&5

1l writes in ‘The T

Tree" “Stella Browne was 3 T
made no bones about .
e
e :

of 19th century
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up half the sky.

Zero: Can you give us a general outline
of women in Chingse society and camp
Stluation of women in Harg Kong?

f the position
e It.with the

Y Shuer: 1t's much better if you ask specific questions,
because | don't know much about Hong Kong
Whar (s the family structure like In today s Red China?

Ace there any differences from the traditional type,
have there beenany maoves to chonge it since 1949?

Yw:There are no changes at all. Very much the same
as in the traditional way : the father is sull the head of
the family and everyone else is under his authority

How about freelove and living together, is this allowed
inr China?

Yu: Of course it is not so open as it is in Hong Kong,
especially since it is not allowed within the idcology.
For example, if you and | talk about this question you
don't feel surprised or freaked out—but, in China, if
vou talk freely to anyone that you are living with
someone then people will prabably show surprise and
EVEN FEprove you

Does the party take any action ogainst those thar live
together?
Y Yes, it's iflegal < you can t 5
eeducation
h
Yu: l i tere e
Will thew condemn you as petly-bourgec
Yo O colirse, Bt this s not the reason for vour

r LT g rr
Y men and 26 for r
Hor f
¥ir Ye ta ree. bat o fe
permi ¢
If the divo . Jised | v
Y th t ) |
div e, | thin i
r )

1, China’s papulatio

I an urunarried womuon Become

passible for her to get an

pregnant

sbortion

Yu: | think their basis for abortion is very simple,
they dan’t consider whether you 're mar i or not
But the people in your unit know about it, you can
be sent to labour re-education for having ilficit
intercourse

Well, it's quite easy for the people in the unit to know
agbout i, so in other words, it’s very easy for you to
get sentenced.

Yu: Yes.

Is there any incidence of rape in China?

Yu: Yes, a lot. Many prisoners are jailed because of
this.

What is the court's attitude to the woman In such coses?
Yu: | don't know about that.?

Are there any cases of battered wives in China, as this
15 very common in Hong Kong

Yie: Yes, it's the same in China, | would say that male
chauvinism is sven greater in China thas Hong Kong.

{n Hong Kong, women are more independent and i
things occut, they can leave the family, orgeta *
rce, but it's very difficult to get a divorce in China,

alf the sk

Yu Shuet, a former Cantonese Red Guard, fled to Hong Kong in 1973, thoroug
disillusioned with the ‘Great, Glorious, Socialist Red China’. Despite Maoist accusations
that she had become a rightwinger she reimmersed herself in social-revolutionary struggle
on arrival. In 1974 her essay The Dust of Rationality was published, criticising Maoism
and exposing the real conditions inside China. She then edited, with Wu Man, The
Revelations That Moved The World To Tears a collection of poetry, letters and short
stories written by young people inside China. Yu Shuet is currently writing a book
analysing the roots of China’s presentday totalitarian character. Zero talked with her
about the role of women in the country where according to Mao’s phrase, women hold

| of to leave the family, so even if women are beaten-up,
i there is still nothing they can do.

i How about the government. We always hear through
| the media that they are trying to raise the position of

in same roles in the administration, For example, in
the factories they want some women to become part
of the administrative staff, or in the Standing

Committee of the Peoples Conference there may be

| work, because in a lot of traditional villages, there's
| still a large number of women not taking part in

| situation in their Central Committee and see how many
| women are init, then
situation is.

| Can you give us o general outline about the nursery

after thelr children during their tea-breaks?

| Yu: The nurs

| Yu: No, there are nane, but | think that it's going that

hly

women in China.

Yu: Oh, this is only for their own political reasons.
What they want is to have some women to participate

some women to vice-chair some committees. In other
words, they just want to put some women in some
positions in the government or party. This to me, is
not women's liberation at all. It is only a type of
official politics; they just want as many people to
participate in their party politics as possible. It is to
serve their politics, and it is not going to get you
freedom. In production, they are trying to get more
women to work. For example, In factories they set up

nurseries, the reason being to get more women to

production as they have children to look after, and
ces the production farce. It is for this reason
the nurseries, not for women'’s liberation

s liberation' esigned to get more
e more tools to makc

F It is very much the
ame as in Hong Kong and the West. The capitalists
say that women should have their right to work in

iety , byt when thel Sd4y.50, kh\‘it motive is 1o
¢ a befter to use the whole human race;

15t expl ur on the market, the
n shou laited ton! They are not
1 revolutionary humanitarian point

ernment only advocated
italist profit-making
cipatian. For example, there
¢ they say that a man
to wash the cows, so women

2 man can lift 150
uld be able to do that too
L to exploit
Ve KNOw women ar
lifferent from men

vhi

5. they just w

ear that thei ew Is that men are all right
W to ralse the ecapability of wormen |
|
- { il to ane
- > di rent capabil b '
p ) catt t can't. They are not
Ikir i loing 1t they 1, just about

/ } amen to get promoted at work
Yu: No, it's not y at all. That's why the government
have had to start their campaign. Just look at the

we can understand how bad the

systern? Do women have to go to the nursery 1o look

is available to all babies and children
up to seven. It anly opens during the daytime and the
children have to be taken home after they close. It
depends how old the children are; if they need to be
breast-fed, then the mothers have to go to the nursery
1o feed them; if they don't need feeding then the
mothers aren’t allowed to see their children. They
still breast-feed children in China, only one tin of
powdered milk is issued when a child is born. Anyway,
in most of the farming villages they don't have any
nursery.

Is there any difference in education between the sexes?

way and that seoner or later there will be a difference.
Is it easy for woren to get into higher education?

Yu: 1t isstill less in percentage terms, but | don't know
the reason.

w

15 there any difference between men and women s wages?)

Yu: There is a difference in the farming 1

not in the factories—the class of skilled labo
determines younr wage. In the farming vill
common for women Lo get two work poi
men.

In the factories, what class of skilled labour
women usually belong to.

Yu: | don't know much about the factories. | believe
there is a difference between men and women. It is
usually that men are skilled workers and women are
not, and therefore get lower wages. | believe it is the.
culture which always makes women less important tha
men, so they tend not to become technically skilled.

Is there any sex education in Chinese schooals? ‘
Yu: No there is no sex education in schools. And even

in health education when the teacher mentions sex,
they laugh.

Is there any difference in expectations regarding the
sexes?

Yu: No, except in old peoples' minds. However, as the
children grow up, they realise that they have less and
less control over their lives—they give up.

Do people 1aik about masturbation?

Yu: No, they don't, They may not even know about
the term at all. | think if you talk about it, they'd
probably sec you as floods and monsters's Of course,
some friend told me that in the
labour camp he saw people punished for it,

And what Is their attitude towards homosexuals?
Yu: Floods and monsters!

ip reality it exist

Have women in China heard about the women's
movement in the West?

Yu: No. The only one who talked about it is Chiang
Chin,® and what she said is what | have just told you.

During the cultural revolution, did you ever think
about the problems that women face?

Yu: No. We were only students then and we didn't
suffer much repression, so we hadn't thought about it
atall.

What is your view of women's liberation now?:

Yu: | think it is very important and our emancipation -
is a very basic thing, because the family is the basi

unit of our saciety—~without its liberation we cannot
have the liberation of society. [ Yuen Wong

NOTES

1. Labour camps used to ‘re-educate’ offenders.

2. While not actually illegal it is officially unacceptable to
marry below this age.
Trials are not closed in China but they are un.
Conseguently most Chinese know almost
functioning of the courts, )

_ Work voucher system by which village and agricultural
workers are paid. e

. Floods and monsters is a Chinese expression for something.
that is so dangarous nothing can stop it. A S

. Chiang Chin, member of Cantral
year when she was arrested as orie of |

&
=

: m\um l‘milmukgvdx_q{m the T’Wﬂ last year
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mentioned as Black August's next
group. Sorry for the confusion.

production is in fact being worked on by another

Letters marked* have been cut for
reasons of space.

Dear friends* -

I have only just discovered
your great magazine, in
Rough Trade record shop.
It’s very good that it got
in there because shops that specialise in
New-Wave rock are, naturally enough,
frequented by New-Wave fans, a fair
number of whom are very discontented
with the current order of things. Young
people must be reached because few of
them have clear political ideas, so if
they can be convinced of anarchism’s
beauty and, perhaps even more
important, its practicability, this will be
a crucial gain. My main reason for
writing, apart from my excitement at
discovering Zero is to offer the services
of the group to which | belong, the
Outsiders in playing benefits for Zero.

Adrian
Long Ditton, Surrey

Dear Zero
g Here is New Rave, | think
; we are in the same
business.

Love and Peace,
Jamie (for New Rave)
Birmingham 18.

Dear Zero*
| liked Zero—a few people
% | know thought it was a bit
thin on feminist content
but I'm sure that will
develop. Our anarchist group is
relatively small but fairly active—we
have fortnightly meetings, and discuss
things like the family and relating the
personal to the political etc. we are also
doing some stuff on the property
developers in the council for the local
elections. | am also fairly involved in
A the womens movement here—at
present we are fighting some
‘ repressive abortion legislation
‘ that the government is
attempting to introduce
‘ i been doing a

@ ot of stre
and other more |
things. A

nasty
‘ number of us in|

theatre,

> anarchist
oup and

also

‘ some
S

| is | think equally

>

other women are interested in
forming an anarcho-feminist collective
to develop some ideas and maybe write
something. It's a lovely spring day here
—and I'm sitting in the attic watching
the trees roll in the wind.

| With love and solidarity,
Margaret
Christchurch, New Zealand

Salut,*

| wasn’t there, but | was
very much involved in the
apres Malville discussions.
The first point is that
anarchists were not free fram blame in
turning Malville into a confused fiasco.
As your article pointed out, the original
aim was to take over the site using non-
violent tactics, This aim was changed to
| 4 'legal” march merely as a show of force.
Obviously many people, and in
particular the anarchists from the
Anarchist Federation and other groups,
were very angry at this decision. But
| instead of working with the organisers,
instead of working with the people who
| had changed, some tried to impose their
| view demagogically, and at the last
| minute. This happened at the Montalieu
!gcncral meeting, and when John Lintolt
and Roy Carr-Hill talk about imposed

vy

| decisions from the ‘might of the organised

| French left’, we should remember that

| this included the Anarchist Federation

| As a writer in the Lyon libertarian paper
| IRL concludes, anarchists are not free
from the paranoia and megalomania
which typify political sects. The result
of the manipulation by extreme left
groups and anarchists was the chaos,
confusion and lack of organisation which
everybody agrees was present at Malville,
) second point is the question of
violence/non-violence. The ecologists
and ‘non-violents’ (La Gueule Ouverte,
union pacifists, comites Malville) were
determined to be non-violent but did
not sufficiently consider the need for
efficient organisation. There was a lack
of walkie-talkies (called talkie-walkies

in France!), megaphones, original ideas
| on autodefense etc. The anarchists—not
all anarchists of course, but most of the

violent’ group were anarchists—went
armed with helmets, sticks, molotov
cocktails. In other words, both groups

| were polarised from the start. It seems

to me that a confrontation with the
CRS would be violent because the CRS
would not hesitate to attack. On the
other hand, to go armed ready to attack
unrealistic—especially
if you consider how nervous the CRS
are in these situations. Well
organised— in the best sense of the
‘ word organised —with everyone
‘ willing to participate actively
in the organisation,
imaginative and creative,
a strategy of
autodefense and
determination
could have
worked In
defeating
‘3@‘60 ® e CRs.
= Q;" It's a
NCRE
O/ ‘lhc

idea of blinding the CRS (weather
permitting) with a few thousand
mirrors didn't materialise. Another idea
was the use of kites to prevent the CRS
helicopters seeing what was going on.

A seventy-year-old | met after Malville
told me that his idea of using laughing
gas had been rejected. Shame. It is
these sort of ideas rather than abstract
discussions of violence/non-violcnce
that could have turned Malville into a
celebration of people’s ideas, and of
their refusal to accept an imposed death
bomb.

Paddy Hill
Lyon, France

Dear Zero,

... Since the ending of

34 political status in March
last year the number

of prisoners

fighting to retain political status in
Northern Irish prisons has steadily
grown. These prisoners

of war are refusing to accept

criminal status, not

because they believe themselves better,
or above, the so-called common
criminal. This struggle is necessary to
continually remind the world that the
people of Northern Ireland are at war
against British imperialism.

The struggle for status began in
September 1976 with the conviction of
the first Republican prisoner since the
removal of political status; Kieran
Nugent refused to wear prison clothes
| or do any prison work. Today 200
| prisoners in Long Kesh cell block,
| Crumlin Road and Armagh jail are
spending 24 hours a day in their cells,
naked except for a blanket, deprived of
reading material, visits and letters.
| Beaten at any excuse. they are forced
to collect food from the canteen naked,
humiliated and ridiculed at every
opportunity. With their food often

contaminated to render it impossible
| to eat, the prisoners are already
| suffering from sores and rashes due to
| their inadequate diet. A speaker for
| the Relatives Action Committee said
| that the prisoners had been subjected
i to vicious cruelty in an attempt to
break their morale. The prisoners in
| ‘H’" Block at Long Kesh are all suffering
| from failing eyesight because they are
| denied any exercise in fresh air, They
| have to live in an environment where
| they are subjected to the glare of
| artificial strip lighting permanently.
| The prisoners in ‘B' Wing, Crumlin
| Road jail are completely naked, even
denied a blanket to cover them. The
women prisoners in Armagh jail are
isolated in ‘A1’ Wing. When they are
permitted to leave the cells in the
morning to go to the toilet, they are
accompanied by wardens with guard-
dogs. These dogs are encouraged to
attack the women at the slightest
excuse

The prisoners are steadily losing
their remission. Every fortnight they
are disciplined. Days in solitary
confinement are impossible, because
of the overcrowded conditions, so the
beds and blankets are removed from
the cells for three days and nights.

These men and women are

struggling against one of the most
‘ oppressive manifestations of the state

machinery. They need your support.
Demand political status, Write to Roy
Mason, Secretary of State for
Northern ireland, Stormont, Northern
Ireland, and Callaghan, 10 Downing
Street, London.

Solidarity
Louise Crane
Leicester

Dear Fellow Workers,

-, We are a group of anarchists
who've decided to get
together regularly to get
involved in workers’
struggles in London, exchange
experiences, and come up with some
answers to problems we face with
Unions, management, industrial action,
isolations, sexism etc. We aim to be an
open and active group, so all anarchists
and other independent militants,
whether industrial or home workers, or
self employed, are encouraged to come
along. We meet fortnightly at Rising
Free (see Agitprop).

Dave

London Workers Group

Box W, Rising Free,

182 Upper Street

London N1

Dear Zero*

.. | was very

7 impressed with
Zero 3,
especially the
letters page! | was on (or
rather near to) writing a
letter like the one from
North London AWA myself.
Glad they.did it for me. As
for myself, rape /s a “‘means
by which a/l men hold al/
women in a state of
powerlessness'’. Not that |
feel any great desire to go
out and rape (though | do
recognise—and am working
on—my murky subconscious).
Rather, that | can walk home
at night whistling ‘Sukiyaki'
while Hiroko, with whom |
live, cannot. That is why a//
men are responsible for rape,
and until men begin
organising as men to create
awareness of their
participation in a system
that creates fear—instead of
leaving it all to women~—the
situation will continue,

Love and struggle

Wat

Japan

Dear Zero Collective*
Please don’t send me any
more issues of Zero! The
issues | still have left on
my subscription please
send to Plymouth feminist group, | have
reached this decision because, |
personally, don't get any benefit from
the predominantly feminist line of
Zero. The class struggle is the most
important issue from my own position
as a member of the working-class.
Good bye and good luck,

Graham Short
Pennycross, Plymouth




When two sides in a conflict have
unequal power, Tair play' will always
favour the str rside. Liberals who
insist on fair 1 the Grunwick
struggle inevitably lend support to the
emplayers, for the emplayers own and
control the means of production and
the workers own only their abil
work. This gives overwhelmi
to the formeér. Joe Rogaly's
masterprece of ,and thus a
gross distortic
at Grunwick
The faults
Rogaly {
class is
distinguished frc
by different
sche s and e of
and not by the fact
have no co
which th

eng
book is a

ppening

packground material on Lhe
Alrican A 1S t

almas:

& with
Women's Centre
Harlesden Advice we, B
Commurnity
He manages
busine

Whe
we are nos
We are not
Rob
the /ns
which follc
Insurgency
the South
BOSS, an
communists
Brian Cro
nstitute, is ¢
nor that he s
Farum World Feo
commissiaoned Me

's DOOk Chile's
Marxist Experim nor that Moss
Hooks forward to the day when 2

British Pinochet ¢
Instead, Rogaly treats us to a
Jsummary of Moss's book The Collapse
b
Democracy. However, he lets the

omes 10 power

some of NAFF's policies are in tune
with what he himself has argued in his

He believes that the laws on
| industrial relations should be more
{ explicit and that working class people
can best pursue their interests through
| parliamentary and legal channels. He
’h.u ps on the ‘power of the Unions’,
but does not recognise that the
| corollary of their power is the help they
{ give the efficient running of capitalism
the most important thing about the
| n July 11 was the way
¢ big trade union delegations led
ple away from Grunwick, allowing
scab bus in[1 Marshall Colman

THE ULSTER CONFLICT. By
Dave Mansell
(Interrogations 10/11. £1.)
Interrogations is a quarterly International
Research which

he end of 1974

SS picket

ew of Anarchis
publication a
Years it was edited by the
narchist Louis Mer
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ind so far

en yes
articles in four languages
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| Mansell says that the Ulster conflict

il differ

Few

cause religion

y Pre much

ind behaviour

vh ommunity its identify
the ‘development’ of
T nd Protestant 'ldentity” iv
trtation mark f
ed the artificy

| entities, He doesn't guite

| say that the (wo communities suffer

‘;u o false consciousness, or that the
eligions are rival brands of

opium, but he comes

yusly close to this simplistic

sis which is the common |eft-

wing non-explanation of hard facts.
The first hard fact is that Northern

| jreland contains two similar but

separate communities identified by two
similar but separate nations, or peoples,
or races. Whatever you call them, the
Irish Catholics (the indigenous
population long subjugated by the
English) and the Ulster Protestants
(the Presbyterian Scots imported by the
English to help subjugate the Irish) are
not just victims of British imperialism
who refuse to unite against their real
enemies, but are genume phenomena
which must be treated phenomeno-
logically —that is, in terms of their awn
beliefs and behaviour.

Thesecond hard fact is that there is
no solution to the Northern Irish
question, apart from violent
suppression at one extreme or gradual
evolution at the other. The two
communities are at the same time so
narrowly segregated in history, culture,
housing.education, and employment,
ind so widely mixed geographically
and economically that conflict is almost
inevitable and cooperation almost

revue |f|ll’:!ﬂ0h~’4l’»{)l€' de rachey
che anarchisie 1vista infterna.-
Zionale diricerche Gnarchiche
internationol review of anarch -
st research / ravisig Internacio -
nat de investigucion anarquista

impossible. Mansell mentions some of
the few instances of joint activity, but
they are ceptions that prove the rule,
and any realistic prognosis must take
| account of the contra-indications
ested by Cyprus, Palestine, or even
Southern Africa

Yet, in a situation which has baffled
alf liberal and socialist efforts, there is
a libertarian approach to Northern
| Ireland, and perhaps the most
ippointing feature of The Ulster
1l t Mansell says so little
gonificant developments,

| about

2, and barely
mentioning the encouraging signs which
st that there may be a human

» the Northern Irish question.

{

|

|

1

} {INicolas Walter

‘ Dave
|

| MUTINIES: 1917-20.
' Lamb. (Solidarity 50p,

This carefully researched pamphlet
ontinues Salidarity's consistent

{ attempts to eralise the experience

! of ‘all those who are in conflict with
the present authoritarian social
structure, both In industry and society

| at large’. (As We See /t).Libertarians

| often distrust the idea of militancy in

I the : slice forces, ignoring
| th re recruited from
| the and that the divisions

thin them between order-givers and
s are class divisions. They
sometimes confuse opposition fa the

| organisation with apposition to its rank
and file. 1 is a mistake one would not
expect of libertarians, Working for a
revolution with no vanguard or central
cammand, and one that does not
reproduce the organisation of the
bourgeois state, they depend more an
the disaffection, sorarisation and
fraternisation of the armed farces than
do the Leninists,

Mutinies describes some of the
strikes, walkouts, demonstrations and
take-overs by soldiers and sailors at the
close of the First World War. Sick of
conditions sometimes worse than those
of enemy prisoners, eager for demabil-
isation, fearful of unemployment when
they were demobbed and reluctant to

fight against the Bolsheviks, they took

great risks and overthrew the authority

these mutinies is highlighted by the
number of NCO's who participated.)
Some of the mutinies were small and -
shortlived: 500 RAF men at Biggin Hill
went an strike for improvements in 3
their living conditions, and met with
complete and almost immediate success.
Others were much larger: 20,000
soldiers went on strike at Southampton
and took over the docks, but were
easily queiled. Others were far-reaching
in their consequences: in Calais the
troops formed a Soldiers' and Sailors’
Association, democratically organised
on fhe basis of delegation. In the
actions that Dave Lamb mentions—and
his list is not exhaustive—some 80,000
people were involved. Considering the
risk of being killed on the spot, the
power against which they rose up and
the years of military indoctrination
some of them had absorbed, the
significance of these actions is greater
than the numbers might at first suggest.

\ Bt SR

MUTINIES : 1917 - 1920
Dave La:pb

4 i

The military and civil authorities
were extremely worried by the mutinies.
A secret War Office Circular (leaked by
the Daily Herald) asked officers for
regular reports on the loyalty of their
men. ‘Will troops in various areas
respond to orders for assistance to
preserye the public peace? Will they
assist in strike-breaking? Will they
‘parade for draft to overseas, especially
to Russia?’ it said. With small let-up in
pre-war industrial militancy and the
success of the Bolsheviks facing them,
the ruling class realised the reliabilit
of the troops was crucial. Dave Lam
suggests that the Bolshevik military
success was largely due to the
disatfection of the troops sent to attack
them. At Seleskoe and Archangel,
caunterrevolution.ry forces refused to |
fight. L
g“ is aver-optimistic to believe that all
mutinies are essentially libertarian,
Maore important than the casting down
of old structures is the character of the
new organisation thrown up. Although |
many soldiers and sailors formed o
councils, other risings were diffuse |8
expressions of anger ~for example, the Z
riot of ex-<servicemen in Luton in which
the town hall waga_'.:m m A -
Mutin/es demonstrates that ke
‘impossible’ can happen. As Dave Lamb
puts it, ‘the armed {orces can them-
wlvuﬁ&ome a source of
g expression

activity gi’vi
de

! imwt of the bag when he says that

of their officers. (The class nature of |
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